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For over sixty years now we have lived in Europe in peace and stability. European unifica-
tion has made possible prosperity, established common ground and overcome conflicts. The
partitioning of the continent has been finally laid to rest. Europe in the year 2010 is much
more than a geographical designation, an economic area or an accumulation of rules and
declarations of intent. Europe is a living community of citizens-coming now from 27
member-states and sharing a living spirit of tolerance, of “unity in diversity” and of recip-
rocal solidarity.

In this “Greater Europe”, an important role attaches to Poland and Polish-German coopera-
tion; for the relationship between Poland and Germany has always been also a reflection 
of Europe’s situation. This means that Poles and Germans together can give an important
impetus to Europe’s development. That is why Donald Tusk’s special efforts on behalf of
ratifying the Lisbon Treaty were and are such a momentous signal for the young member-
states of the European Union.

Donald Tusk belongs to a generation of young Poles for whom Europe was always equiva-
lent to freedom and democracy. Today, 30 years after the founding of Solidarnosc and two
decades after the fall of the Iron Curtain, we gratefully remember the Polish people’s cour-
age in action, to which Europe’s reunification is indivisibly linked. Donald Tusk stands for 
a Poland that is open to the world – a Poland which in Europe acts as a bridge between
east and west and which bases foreign and European policy on cooperation rather than
confrontation.

In the person of the Prime Minister of the Republic of Poland, Donald Tusk, the Board of
Directors for the Conferring of the International Charlemagne Prize of Aachen honours in
the year 2010 an outstanding contender for freedom, democracy and human rights, who
never bowed to the Communist regime; a convinced and convincing European, who is
especially able to inspire the younger generation for Europe, who represents understanding,
cooperation, solidarity and a Poland which is open to the world and firmly anchored in
the European family of nations, and which has returned to the heart of Europe.

Marcel Philipp
(Mayor)
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2008Citation of the Board of Directors of
the Society for the Conferring of the
International Charlemagne Prize of
Aachen In Honour of the
Prime Minister of the Republic of Poland
Donald Tusk

In the first decade of the emergent 21st century, there
has evolved out of the original Community of Six the
Union of 27 – a union that is the fundament for a lasting
order of peace and freedom and of stability and prospe-
rity for future generations on the entire continent. Two
decades after the fall of the Iron Curtain, that which the
Aachen City Council and the Board of Directors of the
Society of the Conferring of the International Charlemagne
Prize of Aachen only dared to hint at in cautious hope
in the declaration jointly adopted in 1990 has now become
reality: the comprehensive union of Europe. Europe now
breathes “with both lungs again”. This beautiful meta-
phor, once used by Pope John Paul II in alluding to West
Europe’s reunification with its eastern-central and south-
east European neighbours, describes the riches that have
been acquired by the Union. 

If our continent has thus experienced transformations
of unique and epochal dimensions, this is owing in quite
outstanding measure to the Polish people’s love of 
freedom. For it is precisely the Polish people which has
repeatedly risen up against the unnatural division of our
continent. Its unshakeable determination to take its place
in a free and unified Europe was among the driving
forces which brought about the end of the Communist
dictatorships on the other side of the former Iron Curtain
and which made possible the reunification of Europe. 

In tribute to an impressive life lived in the service of
freedom and democracy and in recognition of his
distinguished service in the cause of understanding and
cooperation pursued by the Republic of Poland with its
European partners, the Board of Directors of the Society
for the Conferring of the International Charlemagne
Prize of Aachen in the year 2010 honours in the person
of the Prime Minister of Poland, Donald Tusk, a Polish
patriot and a great European, who three decades ago,
together with numerous members of the Solidarnosc
(Solidarity) movement, laid the cornerstone of Europe’s
reunification and who today stands in a special way for
a democratic Poland, open to the world and integrated
in the European family of nations.

Donald Tusk was born on 22 April 1957 in Gdansk into
an established Polish-Kashubian family, whose members
had to endure forced labour and imprisonment in con-
centration camps during the period of German occupa-
tion. He lost his father,  whose health was shattered in
this period, while still in primary school. Tusk read history
at the University of Gdansk, completing his studies in
1980 with a thesis on the Polish independence fighter
and national hero, Marshal Józef Pilsudski. By his own
account, the brutal suppression of the workers’ protests
in the winter of 1970 deeply affected him; while still a
university student he quickly established contact with
a number of dissidents. During the big wave of workers’
strikes in the summer of 1980 he took part in the found-
ing of the Independent Polish Students’ Union and joined
the Solidarity movement. After graduation he worked as
an editor for the renowned Wydawnictwo Morskie (Mari-
time Publishers), also heading its trade union branch.
Both as a regular writer for the “Samorzadnosc” (Self-
Governance) weekly and in numerous protest marches,
Tusk was among those who did not shy away from public
confrontation, marching at the head of the demonstrati-
ons and not infrequently paying for this with wounds
and injuries.

The imposition of martial law at the end of 1981 and
the banning of Solidarity left the barely 24-year-old
journalist with no chance of state employment. There-
after he took a job as an ordinary worker, employed 
for seven years by the “Swietlik” private co-operative – 
run by like-minded dissidents – meanwhile continuing
his political-journalistic activities underground. 

After martial law was lifted Tusk became in 1989 deputy
chief editor of the esteemed “Gazeta Gdanska”. He left
the Solidarity movement and together with the prominent
liberals Jan Krzysztof Bielecki and Janusz Lewandowski
founded the “Liberal-Democratic Congress” (KLD), which

2008

stood above all for the market economy and privatization,
and for Polish accession to the EU as soon as possible.

Having risen in the meantime to KLD chairman, Tusk
was able in 1991 to join the Sejm as an elected mem-
ber for the first time, only to lose his seat two years
later in the early elections whose rescheduling was
necessitated by the fall of the government headed by
Hanna Suchocka. Following its decisive defeat the KLD
merged with the Democratic Union to form the Freedom
Union (UW), which in April 1994 elected Tusk deputy
chairman. Three years later he won a seat in the Senate

as representative of the Gdansk voivod-
ship (administrative entity), and was
thereafter elected a deputy speaker of
the Senate.

At the beginning of 2001 Tusk was
one of the co-founders of the Civic

Platform (PO) and as a PO candidate was re-elected to
the Sejm in September of that year. Thereafter, as its
deputy speaker and (from April 2003) PO chairman, Tusk
rose to become one of Poland’s most influential (oppo-
sition) politicians, and was seen as one of the most pro-
mising candidates in the presidential elections in the
autumn of 2005. But following a hard-fought campaign
he had to concede defeat by his conservative opponent
Lech Kaczynski. 

Tusk assumed the parliamentary leadership of the PO
and prepared to stand for the office of head of govern-
ment. After the Sejm voted in September 2007 to dissolve
itself, Tusk as opposition leader campaigned against
Jaroslaw Kaczynski, the brother of his former opponent.
Right up to the beginning of October there were few
political observers who expected a change in the office
of prime minister; but the now almost legendary TV
debate on 12 October turned the tide. Tusk’s message
on that Friday evening: I will so govern the country as
to make it fit, finally, to meet the challenges of the
21st century.

To opponents who sometimes charged him with down-
right unpatriotic closeness to Poland’s German neighbours,
he riposted deftly that of course he was pro-German –
but also pro-Czech, pro-Slav and even pro-Russian; for
his foreign and European policy agenda, unlike Kaczynski’s,
was based on cooperation rather than confrontation.

With a total of over 40 percent of the vote, Tusk’s vic-
tory was a virtual landslide. Inaugurated in November
as prime minister, he renewed to Poland’s partners in
the European Union his promise to pursue a policy of

cooperation among friends in a spirit of mutual trust:
“We are working on a new Polish position, basically
meaning that Poland is an active part of all changes
taking place in the EU….We must endeavour to reach
compromises and seek solutions to problems.”

By personally taking charge of integration policy towards
the EU and by appointing Wladyslaw Bartoszewski – the
internationally highly esteemed former foreign minister –
State Secretary and Plenipotentiary for international
dialogue, the Prime Minister acted right at the beginning
of his tenure to set signals that were visible far and wide,
indicating the great importance attached by the new
Polish government to European policy. In his first govern-
ment declaration on 23 November 2007, he announced
the early signing of the Lisbon Treaty and Poland’s conver-
sion to the euro as soon as possible. “This government
will do everything possible to ensure that Poland and the
Polish people are quickly ready for the euro.” In addition
he spoke out in favour of improved relations to Germany,
urging in this connection a revival of the “Weimar Triangle”,
i.e. close cooperation between Warsaw, Paris and Berlin.

Citation of the Board of Directors of
the Society for the Conferring of the
International Charlemagne Prize
of Aachen in Honour of the Prime
Minister of the Republic of Poland
Donald Tusk

the International 
Charlemagne Prize of Aachen 

32

´´

´

_

´´

´

´´

_

_

´



After weeks of difficult debate, Tusk was able to reach
an understanding with President Kaczynski on the rati-
fication of the EU reform treaty, which in April 2008
was approved by the Chamber of Deputies and the Polish
Senate. When Kaczynski stated after the abortive refe-
rendum in Ireland that the treaty was “senseless” and
that he would not sign it, Tusk countered, “These remarks
by the President are very unfortunate.” Stressing that
“ratification lies in the interests of Poland”, the Prime
Minister recalled in unmistakeable terms that the Presi-
dent himself had shared in negotiating the Lisbon Treaty. 

Kaczynski ultimately came round and hinted at his appro-
val if all the other EU states ratified the Treaty. A few
days after the second and favourable Irish referendum,
the head of state finally signed the ratification docu-
ment on 10 October 2009.

The necessity of partnership-focused cooperation in the
EU is underscored by Tusk, for whom Poland’s success –
also during the worldwide economic and financial crisis –
“is inseparable from the success of the European Union….
We see the biggest danger in a crumbling solidarity within
the European Union, in growing national egotism, in
protectionism….There can be only one strategy for all
Europeans.”

The Polish Prime Minister also banks on more consensus
on questions of the EU’s budget and energy policy. Along
with the policy of partnership with the EU’s eastern
neighbours, which he has pursued for some time, these
policies are to be the focus of the Polish EU presidency
in 2011, as Tusk announced some months ago. “Of the

new EU members, we are the largest country and per-
haps even the most important partner for the old sol-
diers of the Union. Consequently, in connection with
our presidency, many states are counting on the new
EU countries to seize the initiative and provide new
impetus” (quoted by Polskie Radio, 14 January 2009).

In the person of the Prime Minister of the Republic of
Poland, Donald Tusk, the Board of Directors for the
Conferring of the International Charlemagne Prize of
Aachen honours in the year 2010 an outstanding cont-
ender for freedom, democracy and human rights, who
never bowed to the Communist regime; a convinced and
convincing European, who is especially able to inspire
the younger generation for Europe, who represents under-
standing, cooperation, solidarity and a Poland which is
open to the world and firmly anchored in the European
family of nations, and which has returned to the heart
of Europe.

Citation of the Board of
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Text of the Certificate
On Ascension Day, 13 May 2010,

in the Coronation Hall of the Aachen Town Hall,
the former Imperial Palace,

the International Charlemagne Prize of Aachen 
was awarded to 

the Prime Minister of the Republic of Poland

H.E. Donald Tusk
in tribute to his exemplary efforts

on behalf of understanding, partnership and progress in the process of European integration.

Inscription on the Medal
Charlemagne Prize of Aachen 2010

Donald Tusk
Understanding, Partnership, Solidarity

6 756

Donald Tusk was born in 1957 in Gdansk. He is known
in the domestic political scene as a co-founder of the
Civic Platform – of all the political forces in Poland
the one that is most open to Europe – a long-standing
member of Parliament, and one of the founders of 
a modern and democratic Poland. He became Prime
Minister of Poland in 2007. In Europe increasing re-
cognition is paid to his efforts aimed at making the
European Union a community of free nations based
on a fellowship of free citizens.

Donald Tusk belongs to the “Solidarity” (Solidarnosc)
generation, a movement  that in the 1980s precipitated
the downfall of Communism in central and eastern
Europe. He was an active participant in the democratic
opposition. After the strike in August 1980 he co-foun-
ded an independent student union, joined by tens of
thousands of young people, and at the same time was
editor of one of Poland’s major weeklies published by
“Solidarity”. Regarding what happened in Poland in
1980-81 he said later, “The ‘Solidarity’ uprising was the
first act of a political revolution and the rejection of
the myths of socialism. When fear stops and people
become citizens, every dictatorship begins to totter.”  

After the imposing of martial law on 13 December 1981,
Tusk joined “Solidarity” in the underground. At the be-
ginning of 1983 he founded the “Przeglad Polityczny”
(Political Bulletin), a clandestine periodical which evaded
censorship and around which evolved the “Gdansk
Liberal Circle” (whose members included Jan Krzysztof
Bielecki, Prime Minister in 1991, and Janusz Lewandowski,
now an EU Commissioner). The Gdansk Circle proceeded
on the assumption that only the overcoming of Communism
could lead to the creation of a modern and democratic
state. A political position of this kind evolved into a design
of democratic capitalism, also making the entire dissi-
dent movement immune to the temptation of a historic
compromise with the Communist power structure.
Gdansk liberalism grew out of opposition to the prevai-
ling system – opposition that would no longer make do
with a mere systemic reform. Its representatives went

beyond the bounds within which the opponents of the
Communist dictatorship were acting back then: in de-
fending universal human rights they were fighting for 
a free Poland.

The message proclaimed by “Gdansk realism” was the
abolition of the basic material paradigms of what was
called “real socialism”. The new political system was 
to be based on private property, the free market, and
entrepreneurism – in the mid-eighties, still an utterly
utopian plan. But after the legendary “Solidarity” leader
Lech Walesa won the presidential elections, this idea
gained general acceptance and became the basis of
socio-political change in Poland.

Donald Tusk has recalled this period of transition:
“Before our eyes the Cold War and the partitioning 
of the European continent were coming to an end. 
In those days, the prevailing images and ideas of ‘life’

Donald Tusk
Politician, Prime Minister of Poland

Biography 
Donald Tusk

´´

´
´

´

_
c

c

´

´



And only under such conditions was it possible to deal
with the past. For Donald Tusk this meant addressing the
history of Gdansk, his home town, “in which all impor-
tant dramas of humanity in the 20th century had been
enacted”. Tusk became an author and editor of many photo
books. The series entitled “Byl sobie Gdansk” (Once in
Gdansk) surveyed with much courage the city’s complex
past.

For Donald Tusk, the European Union is both a political-
economic community and a community of values. In the
summer of 2005 he inquired with concern about the
significance and the consequences of the French and
Dutch “No” vote in the referendum on the constitution.
With concern – because as he saw it, only a politically
coherent union, a union in the sense of a community
whose members had a feeling of both their own respon-
sibility and shared responsibility, would be able to do
justice to the challenges lying ahead. A multi-tracked
union, a union of “many speeds”, an alliance of the rich
and the others – this was in his view a dead end:
Europe could not look after its own security if it aband-
oned the fundamental principle of solidarity. During a
debate in the Sejm a few months before, he had voiced
similar views about European security. He pleaded back
then “for a union having a common foreign and security
policy; for a union that sees the North Atlantic Pact as
a European defence alliance including the participation
of the United States and simultaneously as an instrument
of the West’s global security policy.”

After the Civic Platform won the November 2007 parlia-
mentary elections, Donald Tusk became Prime Minister
of a coalition government with the PSL (Polish Peasants’/
People’s Party). In his first government declaration, the
Prime Minister clearly stated: “For my government, an
increase of the quality of our work in the area of inter-
national cooperation will be important, especially in the
family of nations that in terms of civilization are closest
to us. That is the European Union and the Euro-Atlantic
region. Among the common values forming the founda-
tion of the international community that is so close to
us, I would like for us to highlight something that is the
Polish hallmark in Europe and the world – community
solidarity.” These words were echoed time after time. In
recent years Tusk repeatedly pleaded for European soli-
darity during the debate on the climate package, for the
“East-European Partnership” and for a common policy
in response to the global financial crisis. In his political
vocabulary there is no room for such terms as “concert
of powers”, “spheres of influence” or “double standards”. 

In speaking about the meaning and purpose of politics,
Task cites the thoughts of John Gray, who holds that
politics at its best is not a vehicle of universal designs
but rather the art of reacting to changing conditions,
and that what is needed is not wonderful visions of human
progress but only the courage to defy recurring evil. 
To this Tusk adds: “That is my credo regarding good
politics, even though I have a hard time convincing the
government partners and many observers of the political
scene that good governing is founded on quick, coura-
geous action and not on the proclamation of thrilling
ideologies.” 

Summing up what has happened in Poland in the past
two decades, Tusk cites the most significant achieve-
ments: “We peacefully conquered Communism, built up
the rule of law and developed a free market economy.
Together with other states of central Europe, we returned
to the European family of democratic and sovereign
states. We strengthened the regained freedom by acces-
sion to the North Atlantic Alliance and by the opening
to Europe, the enduring fact of which is full member-
ship in the European Union. These are and remain the
achievements of the Solidarnosc generation.”

were transformed with the fury of a May storm. In 1988,
after the strikes in Gdansk ended, I resumed work as an
industrial climber and editor of the ‘Political Bulletin’.
One afternoon as I was just about to stop working on
the wall of a fuel tank I heard below me the voice of
Mariusz Wilk, who is today a travel writer. It turned out
that he had scheduled me for an editors’ conference
with Zbigniew Brzezinski, who was in Gdansk on that
day. I lowered myself down on my rope, with no inkling
that from then on everything would move with incre-
dible acceleration. Within a year, the ‘Round Table’ talks
began and ended, ‘Solidarity’ won the 4 June elections,
the government of Tadeusz Mazowiecki, the first non-
Communist Prime Minister, was formed, and finally
Lech Walesa was elected and sworn in as President of
the Republic of Poland. My life was transformed, too. 
I became deputy chief editor of the ‘Gazeta Gdanska’,
at that time  one of the first private daily newspapers,
liquidator of a powerful Communist press and publishing
monopoly, head of a political party which after Lech
Walesa’s victory in the presidential elections formed the
government, and also member of the Sejm during the
first electoral term. We were gripped by the zeal to renew
the state, fascinated by the possibilities opening up before
us through democracy, and enchanted by liberty.”

After 1989 Donald Tusk became a politician who with
farsightedness and vigour supported the Polish reform
process and who worked unerringly towards Poland’s
accession to NATO and the European Union. That pivotal
year was for him “the beginning of the institutionali-
zation of the Solidarity revolution, of the flowing of its
goals and ethical principles into concrete legal, financial
and political solutions”. He makes no secret of the fact
that he did not know back then that “this was the hardest
part”. 

The succeeding years saw the achievement of sweeping
reforms on the strength of which Poland laboriously
found its way back to “normality”. Donald Tusk was a
member of the Sejm (1991-1993), then Senator and
deputy speaker of the Senate (1997-2001). At the end of
the nineties he was one of the politicians who realized
that “good changes had bogged down halfway because
the political class had lost its drive”. He was one of the
few who had the courage to stress that Polish politics
was in need of improvement. This view was one of the
premises underlying the founding of the “Civic Platform”
(PO) in 2001, combining various political directions and
joining together liberal, Christian-Democratic and 
conservative ideas. As one of the founders of the PO,

Biography 
Donald Tusk
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Tusk rose to head it in April 2003, occupying on its
behalf the post of deputy speaker of the Sejm (2001-
2005). In the elections of 2007 the Civic Platform won
more than 200 seats in the Sejm, paving the way to
power.

Donald Tusk belongs to a generation for whom Europe
was a dream of freedom and democracy. After 1989 the
fulfilment of this dream meant the anchoring of Poland
in the European Community. For him this was a natural
consequence of “the peoples’ autumn” of 1989, the end
of the epoch of totalitarianism as well as a return to
“normality”. Regarding the Polish road to the European
Union, he wrote some years ago: “Shortly after 1989
Europe seemed to be alarmed by the extent and the depth
of the change of ‘that autumn’. Europe did not want 
to go beyond association agreements. Apparently there
was the conviction that the instruments of aid offered
to Poland and other central European countries were
sufficient and that these countries were poorly prepared
for NATO and EU membership, and that their quick
accession might be very costly. In addition, there were
fears about Russia’s reaction.” Today we know that it
became possible to overcome these more or less justified
fears. Since 2004 Poland has belonged to the European
Union.

Tusk said repeatedly that Poland took the European
road because it was a chance to modernize the country.
As he sees it, Poland has an additional opportunity – to
become a ‘bridge’ between east and west. An open Poland
which adopts European ideas and institutions while
beaming its own values in Europe’s direction could be a
‘bridge’ between the regions of the continent which
were separated up to a short time ago. Thus the choice
made in 1989 meant, in Tusk’s view, not only opting 
for the development route but also voting for Poland as
a link and not as an field of confrontation – a choice
that was crucial for the achieving of genuine and not
merely tactical understanding with Poland’s neighbours.
In a particular way, this also applies above all to under-
standing between Poles and Germans, an understanding
which despite a tragic past actually came about in the
nineties. Only under conditions of freedom and democracy
was this radical change possible.
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Aachen Cathedral
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Der Europäische
Konvent

An idea on behalf of which outstanding personalities,
heads of government and state and even the Holy
Father accept a prize whose origin derives solely from
a citizens’ initiative in the best sense of those words –
such an idea must be an important one. And the tribute
paid years ago by Helmut Kohl, former Chancellor and
honorary citizen of Europe, to the International Charle-
magne Prize of Aachen as the “most important political
award” that Europe had to confer clearly indicates the
historical development of the citizens’ prize for great
Europeans, a prize that was born amid the ruins of the
Second World War.

Soon after the end of that war, following years of
mental manipulation and indoctrination, the Aachen
merchant Dr. Kurt Pfeiffer, together with a few friends,
founded a small literary society called the “Corona
Legentium Aquensis”, which would become the embryo
of the Charlemagne Prize. With Pfeiffer’s financial sup-
port the literary society, growing in importance and
influence in Aachen, was able to put on exhibitions and
lecture series with politicians, scholars and creative
artists from all over Europe. The discussions in the
Corona inspired Pfeiffer to think about possible ways
to take part in the political process in Europe – outside
of political parties and parliaments but actively and
with public impact – and to participate in a peaceful
shaping of the future.

A few days before the Christmas of 1949, Pfeiffer used
a meeting of the Corona on 19 December to present
his idea for the endowment of an Aachen Prize “for the
most valuable contribution in the service of West Eu-
ropean understanding and joint endeavour and in the
service of humanity and world peace”. The initiative
met with an extraordinarily positive response, both in
the press and on the part of important personalities.
This encouraged Pfeiffer to mount a vigorous campaign
for his plans.  Within a short time he assembled senior
representatives of the city administration, the technical
university, the Catholic church, municipal politics and
the business community for the proclamation of the
“Charlemagne Prize of the City of Aachen”.

Participating for the city were Mayor (Oberbürgermeister)
Dr. Albert Maas, City Manager Albert Servais, and
Bürgermeister Ludwig Kuhnen. They saw the Prize as a
way to revive the city's half-forgotten European past
and to focus the attention of European-minded people
on Aachen again, thus making the name of the Imperial
City known beyond its own borders. After all, Aachen
was once the centre of the first European empire under
Charlemagne, the venue of a number of major European

peace congresses, for a long time a royal spa, and well
known in consequence of the pilgrimages taking place
every seven years to view its sacred relics – reason
enough to be proud.

Pfeiffer’s conviction that economic unification was an
indispensable preliminary step towards the integration
of western Europe was probably supported with vigour
in particular by those founders representing the business
community. They included the President of the Chamber
of Commerce (and later Mayor of Aachen), Hermann Heusch;
the Luxembourgian head of the Vereinigte Glaswerke,
Dr. Jean Louis Schrader; and the head of the Philipswerke,
Carel Nieuwenhuysen of the Netherlands. Especially the
participation of the two high-ranking foreign business
representatives clearly shows that the Charlemagne
Prize was already international in its embryonic stages,
both in its objectives and in the makeup of the group 
of its founding members.

For his initiative Pfeiffer was able to gain the support
of the Aachen scientific and scholarly community. 
The established educated classes of the city were well
represented, three of the twelve signers of the Proc-
lamation being university professors.

Some three months after the noteworthy meeting of
the Corona, the “Society for the Conferring of the
International Charlemagne Prize of Aachen” was foun-
ded on 14 March 1950; it was to carry out all tasks
connected with the conferring of the Prize. The first list
of members of the Charlemagne Prize Society reads
like a Who's Who of Aachen. Some 100 personalities
from the business and scientific/scholarly communities,
the church, politics and society were received into the
new organization, whose first board of directors was
identical with the signers of the Proclamation.
Consisting of a certificate of honour, a medal and a
cash award of 5,000 deutschmarks, the Prize was to 
be conferred annually on a person who had rendered
outstanding service to Europe.

The energy with which the founders got to work is
shown by the fact that on Ascension Day in 1950 the
first Charlemagne Prize was conferred on Dr. Richard
Count Coudenhove-Kalergi, the founder of the Pan-
European Movement and a pioneer in the cause of
European unification. The award ceremony in the Cor-
onation Hall of Aachen’s Town Hall left an indelible
impression. For the first time since the war, the former
Imperial Palace – still marked by war-damage – was
the scene of an important municipal and European
celebration. The positive media reaction at home and
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abroad inspired the Board of Directors to take an even
bolder part in the process of European unification. The
conferring of the Prize in 1952 on Italy’s Prime Minister
Alcide de Gasperi was the international breakthrough
for the award.

The political leaders of the 50s – Jean Monnet, Konrad
Adenauer, Robert Schuman and many more – followed

the Italian and were honoured in Aachen for their
outstanding service on behalf of European unification.
Thus the Prize gained political influence and interna-
tional prestige. Charlemagne Prize winner Paul Henri
Spaak, commenting in his speech of thanks in the
Coronation Hall in 1957 on the list of distinguished
laureates, rightly noted that "These are the most
famous names in political postwar Europe."

After the presentation to de Gasperi, the Prize deve-
loped more and more into a pre-eminently political
award; for it is the elected representatives of the state,
ministers and presidents, who stand in the first rank of
those who are actively engaged in the process of Euro-
pean unification and through whom, by means of the
Charlemagne Prize, political influence can be brought
to bear. On the other hand, the cultural and spiritual
dimension of European unity also received its due em-
phasis, reflected in the choice of later award-winners
such as Don Salvador de Madariaga, Frère Roger and
György Konrád. 

In 1962 it was not possible to award the Prize – for 
the second time in its history. To date there have been
ten years in which it was not awarded. The conferring
of the Charlemagne Prize in 1963 on Sir Edward Heath,
who would later become British Prime Minister, marked a
turning-point in its history; for Heath represented not a
member-state but one that wanted to join the Commun-
ity. The membership negotiations had in fact collapsed
shortly before, and this gesture was meant as a signal
in the direction of a future to be shared together.

In the 70s and 80s, the awarding of the Prize to repre-
sentatives of the emergent democracies in Greece and
Spain was an important signal intended to strengthen
the forces of democracy and to bring these states clo-
ser to the European Community. In 1981 the award
went to Simone Veil, the first female laureate and the
first president of the European Parliament, directly
elected by the citizens of Europe.

Dr. Kurt Pfeiffer, the initiator of the Charlemagne Prize,
died on 30 January 1987. He remained to the end of
his life on the Board of Directors, actively participating
in the development of the Prize. His last nomination
for the award, the former U.S. Secretary of State and
Nobel Peace Prize laureate Henry Kissinger, represented
in the view of the Board Spokesman both a legacy and
a mission. Pfeiffer had in mind a reaffirmation of the
transatlantic ties, in view of the Atlantic community's
decisive share in the protection of the states of
western Europe.

The nomination of Kissinger, accompanied by the resig-
nation of two dissenting members of the Board of
Directors, provided the impetus for a critical review of
the aims of the Charlemagne Prize, the selection of
laureates, and also the relationship between the city
and the parent organization – which was mindful of 
its autonomy and which, seeking to underscore the
character of the award as an Aachen Bürgerpreis, i.e.
initiated and fostered by Aachen's citizens, took the
occasion to change the name to “Internationaler Karls-
preis zu Aachen” (“zu” pointing to the city as location,
in place of “von” suggesting proprietorship).

The upheavals in central and eastern Europe and the
events of 1989-90 culminating in German reunification
occasioned a further substantive development of the
Charlemagne Prize in the form of a declaration supple-
menting and updating the Founders’ Proclamation. This
joint “Declaration of the Aachen Town Council and the
Society for the Conferring of the International Charle-
magne Prize of Aachen” of  November 1990, citing the
historic importance of the year 1989, called for “com-
prehensively conjoining” the states of Europe. Also
emphasized – as a major new challenge – was the im-
portance of United Europe in the cause of reconciling
North-South polarities and in safeguarding our natural
resources.

The awards of the 90s, conferred in particular on re-
presentatives of the countries of northern and central-
eastern Europe, were accordingly focused fully on the
idea of "comprehensively conjoining" Europe. These
laureates, coming as they did from countries not yet
belonging to the European Union, embodied the hope
for European unification with the broadest possible
scope. The honours were intended to give a positive
signal encouraging the award-winners to lead their
countries into the Union. At the same time the aim was
to utilize the international repute of the Charlemagne
Prize to strengthen the domestic position of the lau-
reates and boost the standing of their countries.

The awarding of the International Charlemagne Prize
to U.S. President Bill Clinton in the anniversary year
2000, 50 years after the first presentation, paid tribute
to the representative of a nation that throughout five
decades had always been a reliable partner of the free
nations of Europe.

The Charlemagne Prize went in 2002 for the first time
in its history not to a person but to an object: the EURO,
backed by the European Bank. The Board of Directors’

subsequent choices – honouring Valéry Giscard d’Estaing,
President of the European Convention; Pat Cox, Presi-
dent of the European Parliament; Carlo Ciampi, head 
of the state of Italy; Jean-Claude Juncker, head of the
government of Luxembourg; and Chancellor Angela
Merkel – set conspicuous signals for a deepening of
the integration process and a strengthening of the par-
liamentarian and democratic substance of the Union.

Barbarossa Chandelier Aachen Cathedral
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In honouring Javier Solana (2007) and the founder of
the Community of Sant’Egidio, Andrea Riccardi (2009),
the award focused in turn on Europe’s international
responsibility.

Today, sixty years after the first conferring of the Inter-
national Charlemagne Prize of Aachen, its custodians
are well aware that on the road to United Europe there
is still a long way to go. A milestone on that road, be
it noted, was reached six years ago: When on 1 May 2004
ten new states joined the Union, postwar history shaped
by the Cold War and the partitioning of Europe was
finally laid to rest. The historical development leading
to this comprehensive conjoining of the European family
of nations is inseparably linked to the personality and
life work of Pope John Paul II. His pontificate, lasting
over 25 years, will go down in history as an era in which
the foundation was laid for an enduring order of peace
and freedom, and for stability and prosperity for future
generations on the entire continent. In tribute to an
outstanding life work in the service of European under-
standing and common endeavour, and in the service of
humanity and world peace, it was therefore an honour
for the custodians of the Charlemagne Prize to be able
to confer on Pope John Paul II the Charlemagne Prize
Extraordinary. The unique and truly extraordinary award
ceremony took place on 24 March 2004 in Rome.

The conferring of the International Charlemagne Prize
of Aachen traditionally takes place on Ascension Day 
in the Coronation Hall of the Aachen Town Hall. On the
day before, the “Charlemagne Prize Europe Forum in
Aachen” is held: a gathering of distinguished partici-
pants for the purpose of  discussing perspectives and
topics relevant to the future of Europe. An additional

event is the conferring of the new “European Charle-
magne Prize for Youth”, initiated in 2008 jointly with
the European Parliament. This award takes up the idea
first presented by Kurt Pfeiffer to his literary society,
supplementing and enriching it: Like the traditional
Charlemagne Prize, the Youth Prize honours role models –
in this case young people whose lives exemplify the
community of Europeans, thus impressively carrying on
the great work of unification.

Sixty years after the first conferring of the International
Charlemagne Prize of Aachen, the award today conti-
nues to be of enduring contemporary relevance. And its
reach has long extended far beyond the award ceremo-
nies on Ascension Day. With the establishment of the
Charlemagne Prize Foundation and the Europe Forums,
with extensive ancillary programmes organized year 
by year, and with numerous external events staged in
other European countries, the Charlemagne Prize today
is able to communicate its aims and ambitions in a
measure greatly differing from the ways and means
available to the founders of the Prize six decades ago.
But the goal they set back then continues to be our
unalterable mission: “to settle differences and overcome
borders”. Or in the words of Jean-Claude Juncker,
Charlemagne Prize laureate of 2006, we want “always 
to be on board whenever and wherever the attempt is
initiated to ensure the achieving of more Europe”.

Dr. Jürgen Linden
Spokesman of the Charlemagne Prize Board of Directors
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The Charlemagne Prize Laureates

1950
Richard Graf
Coudenhove-Kalergi
Founder of the Pan-
Europe Movement

1951
Prof. Dr.
Hendrik Brugmans
Rector of the
European College
in Bruges

1952
Alcide de Gasperi
Prime Minister 
of the Republic 
of Italy

1953
Jean Monnet
President of the
High Authority
of the European
Coal and Steel
Community

1954
Dr. Konrad
Adenauer 
Federal Chancellor
of the Federal 
Republic 
of Germany

1955
Sir Winston
Churchill Former
Prime Minister of
Great Britain,
Secretary General 
of NATO

1957
Paul Henri Spaak
Secretary 
General of NATO

1958
Robert Schuman
President 
of the European
Parliament

1959
George C. Marshall
Former Secretary of
State of the United
States of America

1960
Dr. Josef Bech
Honorary State
Minister, President
of the Luxembourg
Chamber of Deputies

1961
Prof. Dr.
Walter Hallstein
President of the
Commission of the
European Economic
Community

1963
The Rt. Hon.
Edward Heath,
M.B.E., M.P. British
Lord 
Privy Seal

1964
Prof. Dr.
Antonio Segni
President of the
Republic of Italy

1966
Jens Otto Krag
Prime Minister 
of the Kingdom 
of Denmark

1967
Joseph Luns
Minister 
of Foreign Affairs
of the Kingdom of
the Netherlands

1982
H.M. King 
Juan Carlos I 
of Spain

1984
Prof. Dr.
Karl Carstens
Federal President
of the Federal
Republic of Germany

1986
The People 
of Luxembourg

1987
Prof. Dr.
Henry A. Kissinger
Former Secretary of
State of the United
States of America

1988
François Mitterrand
President of the
French Republic and
Dr. Helmut Kohl
Federal Chancellor
of the Federal
Republic of Germany

1989
Frère Roger
Founder of 
the Communauté
of Taizé

The Charlemagne Prize Laureates

1969
The Commission 
of the European
Communities
Represented by
Jean Rey, President
of the European
Commission

1970
François Seydoux
de Clausonne
Former French
Ambassador to the
Federal Republic 
of Germany

1972
The Rt. Hon. Roy
Jenkins, P.C., M.P.
Politician

1973
Don Salvador
de Madariaga
Philosopher,
sociologist, historian

1976
Leo Tindemans
Prime Minister 
of the Kingdom 
of Belgium

1977
Walter Scheel
Federal President
of the 
Federal Republic 
of Germany

1978
Konstantin
Karamanlis
Prime Minister 
of the Republic 
of Greece

1979
Emilio Colombo
President of 
the European
Parliament

1981
Simone Veil
President of 
the European
Parliament
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1990
Dr. Gyula Horn
Minister of Foreign
Affairs of the
Republic of Hungary

1991
Václav Havel
President of the
Czech and Slovak
Federal Republic

1992
Jacques Delors
President of the
Commission 
of the European
Communities

1993
Felipe González
Márquez 
Prime Minister 
of the  Kingdom
of Spain

1994
Gro Harlem
Brundtland 
Prime Minister 
of the Kingdom 
of Norway

1995
Dr. Franz
Vranitzky Federal
Chancellor of the 
Republic of Austria

1996
H.M. Queen
Beatrix of the
Netherlands

1997
Prof. Dr.
Roman Herzog
Federal President
of the Federal
Republic of Germany

1998
Prof. Dr.
Bronislaw Geremek
Foreign Minister
of the Republic of
Poland

1999
Anthony Charles
Lynton Blair Prime
Minister of the
United Kingdom
of Great Britain
and Northern
Ireland

2000
William Jefferson
Clinton 
President of the
United States of
America

2001
György Konrád
President of the
Academy of Arts
Berlin, writer and
sociologist

2002
The Euro
Represented by
Wim Duisenberg,
President of 
the ECB

2003
Valéry Giscard
D‘Estaing
President 
of the European
Convention

2004
Pat Cox 
President 
of the European
Parliament

2006
Dr. Jean-Claude
Juncker
Prime Minister 
of the Grand Duchy 
of Luxembourg

2005
Dr. Dr. Carlo
Azeglio Ciampi
President of 
the State of Italy

2007
Dr. Javier Solana
Madariaga
High Representative
for the Common
Foreign and
Security Policy and
Secretary General
of the Council of
the European Union

2004
His Holiness 
Pope John Paul II

Charlemagne Prize
Extraordinary

2008
Dr. Angela Merkel 
Federal Chancellor
of the Federal 
Republic 
of Germany
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2009
Prof. Dr.
Andrea Riccardi
Historian and
Founder of the
Community of
Sant’Egidio
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The city of Aachen, once the centre of the entire Western world, becoming thereafter 
a border town, has always been aware of the historical task of true border-existence:
”To mediate and communicate, and to overcome boundaries”. The inhabitants of our
city were joined by blood-ties to the people of the neighbouring states, and in Aachen
there have always been men of superior mind and vision, who in the face of all
national parochialism and supposed interests have endeavoured to find the common
and binding elements of the Occident and Western civilization.

After two world wars during which the effects of the border situation of our city were
especially detrimental and in which the honest efforts of several generations to 
overcome imaginary national antitheses proved futile, our city, submerged in its own
rubble, has striven for its right to survival. But with the broader perception deriving
from its dreadful experience, it is more willing than ever actively to engage 
in the cause of Western unification, and that of economic unity as the indispensable 
preliminary stage.

Since human progress has always been initiated by individual personalities of genius
who despite all opposition totally dedicated themselves to their idea, it must indeed 
be useful and beneficial to point to these men as examples, and to urge emulation 
and realization of their ideas. 

A number of citizens of our city of Aachen, forever bound to it by birth or by fulfilment
of their life vocation, have therefore decided to establish an International Prize of 
the city of Aachen which in memory of the great founder of Western culture is to be
named the ”Charlemagne Prize of the City of Aachen”.

It will be awarded annually to deserving personalities who have fostered the idea of
Western unification in political, economic and intellectual-spiritual regard.

With the participation of the Mayor, the Oberstadtdirektor (chief executive official), 
the Bishop of Aachen, the Rector of the Technical University and eight other repre-
sentatives of the business and intellectual life of our city, a Society has been founded
which shall be the executive body implementing the tasks in connection with the
awarding of the ”Charlemagne Prize of the City of Aachen”. This Society, which will
speak and act on behalf of our great historic tradition and commitment, will in 1950
nominate an award-winner and after the election will announce his name to the public.
It aims thereby not only to point in repeated admonition to the unresolved problem
of European unification; it will also seek to indicate approaches to the practical 
solution of this urgent question. In so doing, it seeks the sympathetic cooperation not
only of the citizenry of Aachen but the entire Western world.

Aachen, Christmas 1949

Dr. Albert Maas
Mayor 

Albert Servais
Oberstadtdirektor

Dr. Johannes Josef van
der Velden
Bishop of Aachen

Prof. Dr.Wilhelm Müller
Rector of the University
of Technology 

Dr. Kurt Pfeiffer
merchant

Hermann Heusch
President of the
Chamber of Commerce

Dr. Franz Krauss
university professor

Ludwig Kuhnen 
Bürgermeister 

Dr. Peter Mennicken
university professor

Carel Nieuwenhuysen   
company director

Erasmus Schlapp
textile manufacturer

Dr. Jean Louis Schrader
company 
general director

Proclamation 1949
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Ex Officio Members:

Marcel Philipp
Mayor of the City of Aachen

Msgr. Helmut Poqué
Dean of the Cathedral

Prof. Dr.-Ing.
Ernst Schmachtenberg
Rector of the Aachen
University of Technology
(RWTH) 

Members named by the
parties represented on
the City Council:

Armin Laschet
Minister for Inter-Generation
and Family Affairs, Women
and Integration, State of
North-Rhine Westphalia (CDU)

Heiner Höfken
Parliamentary Leader of the
SPD, Aachen City Council 

Hermann-Josef Pilgram
Member of the Aachen 
City Council 
(Alliance 90/The Greens) 

Georg Helg
Parliamentary Leader 
of the FDP, Aachen
Municipal-Regional Council 

Elected Members:

Dr. Jürgen Linden
Spokesman of the
Charlemagne Prize Board 
of Directors

Paul Neeteson
General Delegate of the
Compagnie de Saint Gobain 

Dieter Philipp
President of the Aachen
Chamber of Crafts

Irene Schulte-Hillen
President of the German
Foundation of Musical Life

Michael Westkamp
Chairman of the Board,
AachenMünchener AG

Dipl.-Kfm. Michael Wirtz
Deputy Chairman of the
Advisory Council,
Dalli, Mäurer & Wirtz and
Grünenthal firms

Members Proposed by 
the City Council:

Johanna Holzhauer
journalist

Prof. Dr.
Hans-Gert Pöttering MEP
President of the European
Parliament (retd.), Chairman of
the Konrad Adenauer Foundation

Members delegated 
by the Foundation of
the International
Charlemagne Prize 
of Aachen:

Dr. Michael Jansen
Spokesman of the 
Executive Committee  

Wilhelm Bonse-Geuking
Chairman of the 
Foundation Council

Members of the Board of
Directors of the Society for the
Conferring of the
International Charlemagne Prize
of Aachen

(as of April 2010)
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In respect for the founders of the International Charlemagne Prize of Aachen and in
recognition of the historic proclamation of 1949, the Aachen Town Council and the
Society for the Conferring of the International Charlemagne Prize of Aachen declare:

Like the founders of the Charlemagne Prize, we believe that the town of Aachen, by
virtue of its age-long border situation, its history, and its current situation in the 
heart of Europe, has a special commitment to our continent’s growing together, to 
the overcoming of borders and to the friendship of the peoples of Europe. 

Given the developments in Germany and eastern Europe since 1989, a comprehensive
form of joining together is no longer a utopian venture. In addition, a special role 
will accrue to Europe in the settlement of the North-South antithesis; and the problem 
of conserving our vital natural resources by the protection of the environment in
Europe and our overpopulated earth will loom ever larger. 

The town of Aachen and the Society for the Conferring of the International 
Charlemagne Prize therefore reaffirm their resolve to award, on Ascension Day in the
historic Coronation Hall of the Aachen Town Hall, the

International Charlemagne Prize of Aachen

to personalities and to organizations fostering in a special way the aforementioned
goals. The prizewinners will be selected by the Board of Directors of the Society 
for the Conferring of the International Charlemagne Prize of Aachen, an independent 
organization. 

Aachen, 14 November 1990

Dr. Jürgen Linden
Mayor of the City of Aachen   

Konsul Hugo Cadenbach
Spokesman of the Society for the 
Conferring of the International Charlemagne Prize

Declaration of the Aachen Town
Council and the Society for the
Conferring of the International
Charlemagne Prize of Aachen

1990
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Members of the
Foundation Council:

Wilhelm Bonse-Geuking
Chairman of the Foundation
Council, Chairman of the
RAG Foundation Executive
Committee

Chevalier Alfred
Bourseaux
Président Administrateur
Délégué Cablerie d’Eupen S.A.

Michael Breuer
Minister of State (retd.) 
President of the Rheinischer
Sparkassen- und Giroverband

S.E. Rafael Dezcallar
Ambassador of the Kingdom
of Spain to the Federal
Republic of Germany

Prof. Dr.-Ing. Dr. h.c.
mult. Dipl.-Wirt. Ing.
Walter Eversheim
Former Spokesman 
of the Charlemagne Prize
Board of Directors

Uwe Fröhlich
President of the BVR 
cooperative banking group,
Bundesverband der
Deutschen Volksbanken und
Raiffeisenbanken

Hans Kauhsen
Chairman (retd.) of the
Board of the 
Aachen Sparkasse

Wolfgang Kopf
Head of Government
Relations and 
Regulatory Strategy,
Deutsche Telekom AG

Dr. Dietmar Kuhnt
Chairman of the Board
(retd.), RWE AG

Dr. Jürgen Linden
Spokesman of the
Charlemagne Prize Board 
of Directors

Marcel Philipp
Mayor of the City of Aachen

Dr. Jürgen Rüttgers 
Member of the 
State Parliament
Prime Minister of the State
of North-Rhine Westphalia

Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c.
Hans-Werner Sinn
President of the ifo Institute
for Economic Research 
at the University of Munich

Prof. Dr.
Jürgen F. Strube
Honorary Chairman of the
Board of Directors, BASF SE 

Lodewijk C. van Wachem
Chairman, Maersk Holding

Roger de Weck
President of the Graduate
Institute of International
and Development Studies
(HEID), Geneva

Prof. Dr. Ernst-Ludwig
Winnacker
Secretary General of 
the Human Frontier Science
Program Organisation

Patrons and members of the
Executive Committee and 
of the Foundation Council
of the Foundation of the
International Charlemagne
Prize of Aachen

(as of April 2010)

Charlemagne Prize
Festivities 
at the Katschhof
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Foundation of the 
International Charlemagne
Prize of Aachen - Statutes -

Excerpts from the Statutes

§ 2  Purpose of the Foundation

1. The purpose of the Foundation is the promotion of the unification of Europe,
understanding and communication among the states, the peoples, and the citizens, 
in particular also

- the promotion of the International Charlemagne Prize of Aachen: 
its importance, its independent conferment, and the further development of its tradition,

- the collection, preservation and study of the documents of the Charlemagne
Prize awards, in an archive to be established for this purpose; and the founding 
of a scholarly library covering European topics,

- cooperation and shared sponsorship in arranging programmes and events 
accompanying the award ceremonies of the International Charlemagne Prize
of Aachen, especially as relating to the person of the Charlemagne Prize
awardee, his homeland and his activity in European politics and policy,

- the organizing and holding of meetings and events promoting the European
cause and instilling public awareness of Europe in the political, economic,
scientific-academic, cultural and social sectors.

2. The Foundation pursues solely and directly public-service aims as defined in the 
relevant tax-relief laws.

3. The Foundation’s activities are altruistic and not primarily for its own economic
ends. Its funds may be used only for purposes in accordance with the statutes. 

§ 5  Organs of the Foundation

1. Organs of the Foundation are: the Executive Committee and the Foundation Council.

2. The Foundation has a management body.

§ 6  Executive Committee

1. The Executive Committee consists of four persons.

2. The term of office is five years. Re-appointment is permissible.
The Executive Committee appoints its Spokesman and Deputy Spokesman itself.

§ 12  Foundation Supervisory Authority

1. The Foundation Supervisory Authority is the Cologne Regional Administration; 
the highest Supervisory Authority is the Interior Ministry of North-Rhine-Westphalia.

2. The Supervisory Authority is to be informed upon request about the affairs 
of the Foundation at any time.

3. Information about changes in the make-up of the Executive Committee and 
of the Foundation Council, as well as the annual accounts and report of activities,
are to be submitted automatically to the Foundation Supervisory Authority.

Foundation of the 
International
Charlemagne Prize

Foundation of the 
International
Charlemagne Prize
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Patrons:

H.M. the King of 
Spain Juan Carlos I
H.M. the King of 
the Belgians Albert II
H.R.H. Grand Duke
Henri of Luxembourg
H.E. Dr. Heinz Fischer,
President of the
Republic of Austria
Dr. Horst Köhler,
President of the Federal
Republic of Germany

Honorary Chairman:

Dr. André Leysen
Honorary Chairman 
of Agfa Gevaert N.V

Members of the
Executive Committee:

Dr. Michael Jansen
Permanent Secretary (retd.),
Spokesman of the 
Executive Committee

Erwin Conradi
Deputy Spokesman of the
Executive Committee

Jan Huyghebaert 
Chairman of the Board 
of the KBC Groep N.V.

Dr. Bettina Leysen 
medical doctor, teacher
(culture and medicine) 
at the Catholic University 
of Mechelen

Preamble

Proclaimed in 1949
by citizens of Aachen
and since 1950 awarded
to great Europeans 
in spirit and in deed,
the International
Charlemagne Prize 
of Aachen 
is to be enhanced in 
its importance for 
international 
understanding and 
the life together of 
the citizens, peoples,
nations and states in
Europe; and is to be
fostered spiritually 
and materially in all
political, economic,
academic-scientific,
intellectual-cultural
and social sectors as 
an arousing and 
inspiriting signal.

To this end 
the undersigned,
the Mayor of the 
City of Aachen,
Dr. Jürgen Linden,
and the former
Spokesman of the 
Board of Directors 
of the Charlemagne Prize
of Aachen,
Consul Hugo Cadenbach,
Aachen,
hereby initiate the 
establishing of 
the Foundation 
of the International
Charlemagne Prize 
of Aachen with 
headquarters 
in Aachen.

4 December 1997



On Ascension Day, the
13th of May 2010, in the
Coronation Hall of the
Aachen Town Hall, the

former Imperial Palace,
the International

Charlemagne Prize of
Aachen was awarded to

Donald Tusk, the Prime
Minister of the Republic

of Poland, in tribute 
to an impressive life

dedicated to the cause
of freedom and

democracy, and in recog-
nition of his outstand-

ing service especially on
behalf of the under-

standing and cooperati-
on of the Republic of

Poland with its
European partners.

Coronation Hall,
Aachen Town Hall

26

Published by:

The Mayor
Press Office
Foundation of the
International
Charlemagne Prize 
of Aachen

Responsible: 

Hans Poth

Editor: 

Evelin Wölk M.A.

Artwork: 

Jürgen Stehling

Photo credits:

Andreas Herrmann

Polish Embassy, Berlin

Translation:

George Williams

Production:

Druckerei Erdtmann

Published with the kind support 

of the BVR cooperative banking group

(Bundesverband der Deutschen

Volksbanken und Raiffeisenbanken)

View through the
Roman portico in the
courtyard


